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Dr. Wastawy received her BA, MA, and completed work 
towards her Ph.D. thesis in Linguistics at Cairo University, 
Egypt.  She possesses a Master’s degree in Library and 
Information Science from The Catholic University of America, 
Washington DC, USA and a Doctorate degree in Library and 
Information Management from Simmons College,
Massachusetts, USA.  �
��

Dr. Wastawy has been a practitioner in the information field 
since 1975 and practiced librarianship in a number of countries 
that include Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the USA. She began her 
library career at Cairo University Library, taught librarianship in 
the first women’s library program in Saudi Arabia and was the 
Dean of Libraries at Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago 
from 1988 until 2004. Dr. Wastawy was appointed in July 2004 
as the first Chief Librarian for the new Library of Alexandria, 
Alexandria, Egypt. The new Bibliotheca Alexandrina, a vast 
cultural complex rising from the shores of the Mediterranean 
and only a stone's throw from the location of the ancient library 
of Alexandria, is a new Egyptian enterprise of international 
scope and ambition. �
��

In addition to her leadership role and managerial 
responsibilities, Dr. Wastawy is often a consultant to the non-
for-profit organizations, corporations, and accreditation 
commissions. Dr. Wastawy has been the recipient of many 
awards, a Peace Fellowship and a Fulbright Scholarship and has 
written and spoke extensively on multiple library issues. 


